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Huron County, already the largest food producing county in Ontario and already with the
magnet of the Lake Huron shoreline to attract tourists, has a dream about adding wine, the most
tourist-friendly of food products, to its mix.  The Huron County Senior Economic. Development
Officer Mike Pullen says research into climate and soil qualities has been going on for four
years and it all looks promising. “I’m really optimistic it’s going to pay off,” said Pullen who says
the next step is to engage the interest of those who would invest in a  winery. There’s already
interest from landowners to grow grapes if there’s someone to buy them when they’re produced,
he says.   Much of the legwork to this point has
been done by Bayfield consultant Richard Fitoussi, who was hired by the Huron Economic
Development Services department. Retired now, Fitoussi came to Huron County as innkeeper
at the Little Inn in Bayfield and brought the inn to the AAA/CAA Four Diamond Award for Dining
and for Accommodation for 17 consecutive years.
 
Fitoussi. who was born in Alsace France, has been awarded Confrere de la Confrerie des Vins
d’Alsace, as well as the title of Compagnon de Bordeaux par les Confrerie Reunies de
Bordeaux, Diplome Agricole Borie Manoux. Here in Canada he was awarded the 2002 Cuvee
Award for best marketing of VQA Wines and several VQA Awards of Excellence for promoting
VQA wines.
 
Fitoussi’s fascination with the possibility of a Huron County wine industry dates from a visit
years ago to Huron Ridge Acres, a nursery and greenhouse business operated by the Steckle
family south of Bayfield. There on the wall he saw an old photo of the farm when it had an
orchard growing on it. After he inquired about the orchard, the Steckles explained that there had
once been an orchard operation that included peaches.
 
That was Fitoussi’s introduction to the microclimate of an area west of a ridge that extends
roughly from Goderich to Grand Bend where tender fruits like peaches were grown before the
economics of the fruit growing discouraged most growers (Huron’s peach crop was ripe two
weeks behind Niagara’s resulting in lower prices). Still, there are a couple of growers who
continue successfully growing peaches in the Goderich-Bayfield area.
 
Looking more closely at this area inland from Lake Huron, Fitoussi became aware that the
temperature was three or four degrees cooler on the top of the ridge and inland than westward
toward the lake.
 
The next step in the formulation of the idea that Huron could be a wine region came when he
met Paul Bosc, a fifth generation French winegrower who had immigrated to Canada, like
Fitoussi, and created the Château des Charmes winery at Niagara-on-the-Lake. Bosc told him
that where you can grow peaches, you can also grow quality grapes for wine making.
 
Fitoussi put together a short proposal for his revolutionary idea and took it to Scott Tousaw,
Director of Planning and Development for Huron County. Tousaw helped to find the funding to
put some science behind Fitoussi’s brain-wave.
 
With the county’s help, two sets of tests were undertaken. Climatic recording towers were set up
at three locations which, over a period from 2009 to 2012, monitored wind speed and direction
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and temperatures at two feet, 12 feet and 40 feet above ground. Hydrological records were kept
for dew point, precipitation and moisture in the soil.
 
One of the concerns of growing vinifera grapes such as Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Riesling and
Cabernet Franc is cold winter temperatures that can kill buds and vines. Vineyard owners in
Quebec, however, have countered the  problem of temperatures dropping as low as -32
degrees celsius by covering the vines with geothermal blanquettes which  hold the inside
temperature of -12.
 
These blanquettes have the added benefit of protecting the buds on the vines from late spring
frosts which have caused loss of buds even in the Niagara wine-growing area.
 
Topography also aids the temperature issue on Huron, with a drop in elevation of up to 500 feet
in a three-to-four kilometre distance, providing  a drainage of cold air.
 
Temperature records taken at the three weather stations show growing degree days in May
through September  similar to those in cooler vine-growing areas in France Region One.
 
And while local residents may think of themselves as dwelling in a northern country, the Bayfield
area is actually farther south than the famous Bordeaux wine-growing area in France, Fitoussi
points out.
 
In addition, Antonio Busalacchi, a University of Maryland professor who operates a wine and
vineyard consulting firm, points out that climate change is changing the industry.
 
“In the not-too-distant future, your favourite style of French wine may not come from its
namesake region, or even from France at all,” Busalacchi wrote in an article published in July of
this year. “Climate change is altering growing conditions in wine-producing regions – in some
cases shifting northward the grape varieties long associated with regions further south.”
 
An example Busalacchi cites is that several Champagne houses are already looking at land in
Sussex and Kent in southern England because these areas may be more hospitable to quality
grape growing if climate change continues.
 
Busalacchi’s research suggests vineyards in higher latitudes and higher altitudes or surrounded
by water will benefit from climate change. Meanwhile he predicts conditions may deteriorate for
wine-growing regions like Bordeaux, South Africa and southern Australia as the conditions
change that gave their vines a special taste characteristic.
 
The special taste or “terroire” of grapes that makes different wines famous, comes from a
combination of the weather and the soil they grow in. The research in Huron County also
included examination of the soils in the Huron ridge area to see if they meet the requirements
for grapes. The ideal soil for a vineyard is a thin layer of topsoil and subsoil that sufficiently
retains water but also has good drainage so the roots do not become overly saturated. The
ability of the soil to retain heat and/or reflect it back up to the vines is also an important
consideration that affects the ripening of the grapes.
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The mineral composition of the soil is also important. Fitoussi says this area has the potential to
provide many opportunities for terroire definition because the comings and goings of glaciers
thousands of years ago have created unique mixes of soils.
 
Testing of the soil was done through excavations down to six or seven feet in eight locations
with soils samples taken. The pits revealed four to six horizons that might suit various
categories of vitis viniferas under top soil rich enough to facilitate a healthy vine root system.
 
Information obtained from the research program was forwarded to  Pierre Marie Guillaume of
Pepinieres Guillaume, one of the world’s leading viticultural nurseries in Charcenne, France
who was impressed by the extent of the research.
 
Given that the land and climate of the region are compatible with growing grapes, the Huron
County area has distinct price advantages in the establishment of vineyards. Winery growth has
driven unplanted land in Niagara to four times the price of land in Huron County, making it hard
for those wanting to get into the business to establish themselves in Ontario’s primary wine
region.
 
Given all that, nobody can afford a “build it and they will come” approach to planting a vineyard
when it costs $18,000 to $25,000 an acre to establish plus average input costs of $1,600 to
$3,800 per acre for the next three years before the vines start producing. With wine districts in
Niagara, and Essex and Prince Edward Counties, does Ontario need another wine district?
 
The secret, according to one visionary among a long list of Niagara experts Fitoussi spoke with,
is China – and the very same cold weather that might scare people off growing vines in Huron.
This entrepreneur sees building a winery that would sell ice wine to the exploding upper class of
China where there will soon be as many millionaires as the combined population of France and
Germany, Fitoussi said. In the first three months of 2013, sales of ice wine in China were
already 47 per cent ahead of all last year, Fitoussi said.
 
Though the high initial cost of establishing a vineyard and the delayed return on investment
might discourage some investors, the long-term payback makes the return from any other use
of the land seem insignificant. Fitoussi’s study projects a net income, after expenses, of nearly
$14,000 per acre  in ice wine juice (unfermented) sold to the winery.
 
While the ice wine export business would pay the bills for the initial investment, the winery
would open up the same possibilities of catering to tourism as wineries have in Niagara and
Prince Edward County, especially since the Lake Huron coastline already attracts hundreds of
thousands of visitors a year.
 
Fitoussi’s study also says there’s an opportunity to leverage the grape crop even further by
setting up a small distillery which would use the skins of the grapes and the ice to make
Grappa, a liquor with  35–60 per cent alcohol by volume. The same distillery could use other
local fruits grown in the area like apples, pears, Saskatoon berries, elderberries and blueberries
to make liquors such as eau de vie, calvados, fruit cordials and liqueurs.
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From his economic development perspective, Pullen sees many positives to the possible
development of a wine industry. Vineyards would add to the agricultural diversity of the county.
A winery would boost tourism directly. As well, he says, the  experience of Prince Edward
County after the wine industry grew there, is that the area is attractive to the kind of person who
adds to the creative economy of the region.
 
No winery has broken ground yet and no one has planted a vineyard but those who envision a
wine industry along Lake Huron think that the research they’ve done, along with positive factors
like the relatively low price of land, will entice winemakers who are ready to step out on their
own or those looking to expand, to help create Ontario’s newest wine district.◊
 
 
STUDY SAYS HURON COUNTY COULD BE ONTARIO'S NEXT WINE REGION
 
Huron County, already the largest food producing county in Ontario and already with the
magnet of the Lake Huron shoreline to attract tourists, has a dream about adding wine, the most
tourist-friendly of food products, to its mix.
 
The Huron County Senior Economic. Development Officer Mike Pullen says research into
climate and soil qualities has been going on for four years and it all looks promising. “I’m really
optimistic it’s going to pay off,” said Pullen who says the next step is to engage the interest of
those who would invest in a  winery. There’s already interest from landowners to grow grapes if
there’s someone to buy them when they’re produced, he says.
     
Much of the legwork to this point has been done by Bayfield consultant Richard Fitoussi, who
was hired by the Huron Economic Development Services department. Retired now, Fitoussi
came to Huron County as innkeeper at the Little Inn in Bayfield and brought the inn to the
AAA/CAA Four Diamond Award for Dining and for Accommodation for 17 consecutive years.
 
Fitoussi. who was born in Alsace France, has been awarded Confrere de la Confrerie des Vins
d’Alsace, as well as the title of Compagnon de Bordeaux par les Confrerie Reunies de
Bordeaux, Diplome Agricole Borie Manoux. Here in Canada he was awarded the 2002 Cuvee
Award for best marketing of VQA Wines and several VQA Awards of Excellence for promoting
VQA wines.
 
Fitoussi’s fascination with the possibility of a Huron County wine industry dates from a visit
years ago to Huron Ridge Acres, a nursery and greenhouse business operated by the Steckle
family south of Bayfield. There on the wall he saw an old photo of the farm when it had an
orchard growing on it. After he inquired about the orchard, the Steckles explained that there had
once been an orchard operation that included peaches.
 
That was Fitoussi’s introduction to the microclimate of an area west of a ridge that extends
roughly from Goderich to Grand Bend where tender fruits like peaches were grown before the
economics of the fruit growing discouraged most growers (Huron’s peach crop was ripe two
weeks behind Niagara’s resulting in lower prices). Still, there are a couple of growers who
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continue successfully growing peaches in the Goderich-Bayfield area.
 
Looking more closely at this area inland from Lake Huron, Fitoussi became aware that the
temperature was three or four degrees cooler on the top of the ridge and inland than westward
toward the lake.
 
The next step in the formulation of the idea that Huron could be a wine region came when he
met Paul Bosc, a fifth generation French winegrower who had immigrated to Canada, like
Fitoussi, and created the Château des Charmes winery at Niagara-on-the-Lake. Bosc told him
that where you can grow peaches, you can also grow quality grapes for wine making.
 
Fitoussi put together a short proposal for his revolutionary idea and took it to Scott Tousaw,
Director of Planning and Development for Huron County. Tousaw helped to find the funding to
put some science behind Fitoussi’s brain-wave.
 
With the county’s help, two sets of tests were undertaken. Climatic recording towers were set up
at three locations which, over a period from 2009 to 2012, monitored wind speed and direction
and temperatures at two feet, 12 feet and 40 feet above ground. Hydrological records were kept
for dew point, precipitation and moisture in the soil.
 
One of the concerns of growing vinifera grapes such as Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Riesling and
Cabernet Franc is cold winter temperatures that can kill buds and vines. Vineyard owners in
Quebec, however, have countered the  problem of temperatures dropping as low as -32
degrees celsius by covering the vines with geothermal blanquettes which  hold the inside
temperature of -12.
 
These blanquettes have the added benefit of protecting the buds on the vines from late spring
frosts which have caused loss of buds even in the Niagara wine-growing area.
 
Topography also aids the temperature issue on Huron, with a drop in elevation of up to 500 feet
in a three-to-four kilometre distance, providing  a drainage of cold air.
 
Temperature records taken at the three weather stations show growing degree days in May
through September  similar to those in cooler vine-growing areas in France Region One.
 
And while local residents may think of themselves as dwelling in a northern country, the Bayfield
area is actually farther south than the famous Bordeaux wine-growing area in France, Fitoussi
points out.
 
In addition, Antonio Busalacchi, a University of Maryland professor who operates a wine and
vineyard consulting firm, points out that climate change is changing the industry.
 
“In the not-too-distant future, your favourite style of French wine may not come from its
namesake region, or even from France at all,” Busalacchi wrote in an article published in July of
this year. “Climate change is altering growing conditions in wine-producing regions – in some
cases shifting northward the grape varieties long associated with regions further south.”
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An example Busalacchi cites is that several Champagne houses are already looking at land in
Sussex and Kent in southern England because these areas may be more hospitable to quality
grape growing if climate change continues.
 
Busalacchi’s research suggests vineyards in higher latitudes and higher altitudes or surrounded
by water will benefit from climate change. Meanwhile he predicts conditions may deteriorate for
wine-growing regions like Bordeaux, South Africa and southern Australia as the conditions
change that gave their vines a special taste characteristic.
 
The special taste or “terroire” of grapes that makes different wines famous, comes from a
combination of the weather and the soil they grow in. The research in Huron County also
included examination of the soils in the Huron ridge area to see if they meet the requirements
for grapes. The ideal soil for a vineyard is a thin layer of topsoil and subsoil that sufficiently
retains water but also has good drainage so the roots do not become overly saturated. The
ability of the soil to retain heat and/or reflect it back up to the vines is also an important
consideration that affects the ripening of the grapes.
 
The mineral composition of the soil is also important. Fitoussi says this area has the potential to
provide many opportunities for terroire definition because the comings and goings of glaciers
thousands of years ago have created unique mixes of soils.
 
Testing of the soil was done through excavations down to six or seven feet in eight locations
with soils samples taken. The pits revealed four to six horizons that might suit various
categories of vitis viniferas under top soil rich enough to facilitate a healthy vine root system.
 
Information obtained from the research program was forwarded to  Pierre Marie Guillaume of
Pepinieres Guillaume, one of the world’s leading viticultural nurseries in Charcenne, France
who was impressed by the extent of the research.
 
Given that the land and climate of the region are compatible with growing grapes, the Huron
County area has distinct price advantages in the establishment of vineyards. Winery growth has
driven unplanted land in Niagara to four times the price of land in Huron County, making it hard
for those wanting to get into the business to establish themselves in Ontario’s primary wine
region.
 
Given all that, nobody can afford a “build it and they will come” approach to planting a vineyard
when it costs $18,000 to $25,000 an acre to establish plus average input costs of $1,600 to
$3,800 per acre for the next three years before the vines start producing. With wine districts in
Niagara, and Essex and Prince Edward Counties, does Ontario need another wine district?
 
The secret, according to one visionary among a long list of Niagara experts Fitoussi spoke with,
is China – and the very same cold weather that might scare people off growing vines in Huron.
This entrepreneur sees building a winery that would sell ice wine to the exploding upper class of
China where there will soon be as many millionaires as the combined population of France and
Germany, Fitoussi said. In the first three months of 2013, sales of ice wine in China were

 6 / 7



HURON WINE STUDY
Monday, 06 January 2014 13:43

already 47 per cent ahead of all last year, Fitoussi said.
 
Though the high initial cost of establishing a vineyard and the delayed return on investment
might discourage some investors, the long-term payback makes the return from any other use
of the land seem insignificant. Fitoussi’s study projects a net income, after expenses, of nearly
$14,000 per acre  in ice wine juice (unfermented) sold to the winery.
 
While the ice wine export business would pay the bills for the initial investment, the winery
would open up the same possibilities of catering to tourism as wineries have in Niagara and
Prince Edward County, especially since the Lake Huron coastline already attracts hundreds of
thousands of visitors a year.
 
Fitoussi’s study also says there’s an opportunity to leverage the grape crop even further by
setting up a small distillery which would use the skins of the grapes and the ice to make
Grappa, a liquor with  35–60 per cent alcohol by volume. The same distillery could use other
local fruits grown in the area like apples, pears, Saskatoon berries, elderberries and blueberries
to make liquors such as eau de vie, calvados, fruit cordials and liqueurs.
 
From his economic development perspective, Pullen sees many positives to the possible
development of a wine industry. Vineyards would add to the agricultural diversity of the county.
A winery would boost tourism directly. As well, he says, the  experience of Prince Edward
County after the wine industry grew there, is that the area is attractive to the kind of person who
adds to the creative economy of the region.
 
No winery has broken ground yet and no one has planted a vineyard but those who envision a
wine industry along Lake Huron think that the research they’ve done, along with positive factors
like the relatively low price of land, will entice winemakers who are ready to step out on their
own or those looking to expand, to help create Ontario’s newest wine district.◊
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